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Our Whole School Curriculum Intent 

At Finlay, we aim to teach a broad and balanced curriculum that enables children to enjoy, achieve and 

succeed in line with the National Curriculum. We provide opportunities to develop the children’s cultural capital 

and ensure they are life-long learners, who are ready for the next step of the education and to thrive in 

Society. In addition to teaching the National Curriculum, we also aim for our children to leave school with a 

SMILE! Our SMILE values are: social awareness, mental health and wellbeing, independence, life skills and 

excellent aspirations. We provide opportunities to develop these values in all curriculum areas.  

Our History Intent  

At Finlay, we teach the National Curriculum.  As stated in the National Curriculum framework, high-quality 

history teaching should enable pupils to, “gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and 

that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should 

equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 

perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 

change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity 

and the challenges of their time.” We feel this ties in closely with our ‘SMILE’ values, as our pupils learn 

more about the reasons for the world being the way it is, and how significant events, people and changes in 

history have made the world and society the way that it is today. 

 



 

 

Whole School Curriculum Overview: 
Thematic Overview 

 
 
 

  

1. It’s good to be me: All about me 

and my family  

2. Let’s Celebrate: Religious 

Celebrations 

3. I wonder -                

Places and Locational Knowledge  

4. Once Upon a Time: Fairytales 

and Traditional Tales 

5. Moving on up! Transition to 

Year 1 

Reception 

1. Finlay Toy Factory: 

The History of Toys 
2. Where oh Where is 

Finlay Bear? Our 

Local area and the 
UK. 

3. The Great Space Race: 
Armstrong, Aldrin, 

Peake  

 

Year 1 

Year 4 

Year 2 

Year 5 Year 3 

Year 6 
 

1. The Great Fire of London and the 

Tudors. Focus on Samuel Pepys 

2. Around the World in 60 

Days/Paddington’s Passport: The 7 

continents and 5 oceans  
3. Heroes in History: Florence Nightingale 

and Mary Seacole  
 

1. Rock and Roll: The Stone 
Age to Iron Age 

2. Deadly Disasters: Extreme 
Earth (Fundraising for  a 

disaster charity) 

3. Navigating the Nile/ Exciting 

Egyptians: Ancient Egypt.   

1. The Rotten Romans/ Glorious 

Glevum: Roman Britain and their 
Legacy.  

2. Journey to the River Sea/ Come 
Sail With Me: Oceans and Rivers  

3. Ancient Greeks and the Olympics   

1. Invaders and Settlers- Saxons, 

Vikings and Mayans 
2.  The Rainforest: North and 

South America, Deforestation  

3. Chocolate! Ancient Maya 

1. We’ll Meet Again: World War 2  

2. Ice Explorers: Arctic and 
Antarctica  

3. Let Me Entertain You: Changes 

in leisure and entertainment 
throughout history  

 



 

Coverage Term by Term (EYFS – Year 6) 
Reception  It’s Good to 

be Me  
Let’s Celebrate   I wonder…  Once Upon a Time 

Moving on up!   

Historical content  History: changes 

from baby to 

now 
People who help 

us 

Jobs of our 
parents  

  
 

 History: Retell stories from the past  
 

Literacy focus – rhyme, retelling stories  

Year 1 Finlay Toy Factory  Where oh Where is Finlay 
Bear  

The Great Space Race  

Historical content History – change in toys over time – 
looking at different eras of history 

e.g., Victorian toys to electric toys. 

What has changed? What is the 
same?  

  History – Change in 
transport over time    

History – Neil 
Armstrong and Tim 

Peake. Significant 

people in the past. 
Reasons why they 

acted as they did. 
Modern day space 

travel – Elon Musk. 

Compare and contrast 
changes.  

Year 2 The Great Fire of London & 
The Tudors 

 

Around the World in 60 
Days  

Passport theme  

Heroes in History  
Florence Nightingale and Mary 
Seacole- Black History Month 

Historical content History: What 

happened in the 
Great Fire of 

London. 

Significant events 
in the past.  

History: The 

history of 
different houses. 

How have they 

changed? Types 
of houses. 

Tudors – walk 

 History – Florence 

Nightingale – 
Significant people in 

the past. Reasons 

why they acted as 
they did.  

History – Mary 

Seacole. Significant 
people in the past. 

Reasons why people 

acted as they did.  



 

through 

Gloucester  

Year 3 Rock and Roll!  
Stone Age and Iron Age  

Deadly Disasters  
Extreme Earth 

Navigating the Nile/  
Ancient Egyptians  

Historical content History – Stone 

Age – Describe 
the changes in 

Britain from 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age.  

History – Iron 

Age. Describe the 
changes in 

Britain from 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age  

History – 

Gloucester 
Floods  

 History – Ancient 

Egypt  

History – Ancient 

Egypt 

Year 4 Rotten Romans  

Glorious Glevum  

Journey to the River Sea! 

Come Sail with Me!  

Ancient Greeks  

Olympics  

Historical content History – Ancient 
Rome  

History – Roman 
Legacy – Glevum 

and Roman 

Gloucester  

 Local History – 
Gloucester 

Canal/Sharpness  

History – Ancient 
Greece  

History – Olympics 
and the change over 

time  

Year 5 Invaders and Settlers – 
Saxons, Vikings and Mayans  

Deforestation  
The Rainforest – North and 

South America  

Chocolate!  
Ancient Maya and Aztec Civilisation  

Historical content History: Viking and Anglo-Saxon 

struggle for Kingdom of England  

Viking and Saxon Britain – Gloucester 
as a Saxon village  

Alfred the Great   

 History: A study of the Maya, Aztec and 

Inca Ancient Civilisation.  

Year 6 We’ll Meet Again!  
World War 2  

Ice Explorer  
Arctic and Antarctica  

Let Me Entertain You! 
History of Entertainment  

Historical content History: World 
War 2: Britain 

beyond 1066. 

Developing a 
chronological 

awareness.  

History: World 
War 2: Britain 

beyond 1066. 

Developing a 
chronological 

awareness. Role 

History: Ernest Shackleton and the 
Endurance  

History: Leisure and entertainment up to the 
present day. A change in an aspect of social 

history.  

Shakespeare, Charlie Chaplin, Disney 
(animation), Modern day film and CGI. Role 

of men, women and children – social class 
at the theatre (Globe) – cost of tickets, place 



 

of men, women 

and children.  

to sit, gender of actors, how the women 

were perceived in silent movies etc.  

 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding in the National 
Curriculum 

Enquiry and Interpretation of the Past  
 Birth 

to 

three 

3–4-
year-old  

Rec  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Ask 

questions 
about the 

past   

   Ask simple 
questions 
about the 
past such 
as: What 
was it like 
for people? 
What 
happened? 
How long 
ago?  

Ask more 
detailed 
questions 
about the 
past, after 
looking at 
one source 
of evidence  

Ask detailed 
questions about 
the past after 
looking at a 
variety of 
sources of 
evidence: photos, 
artefacts, and 
online sources.  

After looking at a 
range of sources, 
ask focused 
questions which 
allow the child to 
dig deeper into 
key aspects of 
history.  

After looking 
at a variety of 
sources, ask 
detailed 
questions, 
which allow 
the children to 
gain a 
thorough 
understanding 
of key 
historical 
context  

After looking at 
a range of 
sources, ask 
detailed 
questions 
which allow 
the pupil to 
draw 
conclusions or 
develop 
theories.  

Answer 

Questions 
about the 

past  

  Observe or 
handle 

evidence to 
ask 

questions 
and find 

answers to 
questions 

Answer 
some simple 
questions 
about the 
past from 
simple 
sources of 
information 
that are 

Answer 
questions 
by 
suggesting 
different 
artefacts, 
pictures and 
stories that 

Choose a variety 
of sources which 
could be used to 
answer questions 
about the past.  

Use a variety of 
sources of 
information in 
ways that go 
beyond simple 
observations to 
answer questions 
about the past.  

Select sources 
of evidence to 
answer 
questions 
about the past, 
giving reasons 
for their 
choice.  

Select suitable 
sources of 
evidence to 
answer 
questions about 
the past, giving 
informed and 
detailed reasons 



 

about the 
past.  

given such 
as 
artefacts 
and 
pictures.  

could be 
used.  

for their 
choices.  

Use sources   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find out 
about 
experiences 
in my life 
by 
listening 
to what 
somebody 
tells me.  

Listen to 
both spoken 
and written 
experiences 
within my 
life to 
understand 
more about 
the past.  

Sort artefacts into then 
and now.  

Understand that 
we can use 
artefacts, 
pictures, stories 
and to find out 
about the past.  

Use a variety of 
sources of 
evidence 
(artefacts, 
pictures, stories 
and online 
sources) to find 
out about aspects 
of life in the 
past.  

Choose a 
variety of 
evidence 
(artefacts, 
pictures, 
stories, online 
sources, 
databases and 
eyewitness 
accounts) to 
deduce 
information 
about the past.  

Seek out and 
analyse a wide 
range of 
evidence 
(artefacts, 
pictures, 
stories, online 
sources, 
databases and 
eyewitness 
accounts) to 
deduce 
information 
and draw 
conclusions 
about the past.  

Difference in 

sources    

   Compare 
some simple 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
artefacts.  

Understand 
that the 
past can be 
represented 
in different 
ways.  

Understand that 
sources of 
evidence on the 
same topic can 
give different 
viewpoints.  

Understand that 
no single source 
of evidence gives 
the full answer to 
questions about 
the past.  

Understand 
that sources of 
evidence may 
contradict each 
other, and 
begin to 
explain some 
of the reasons 
why.  

Understand that 
sources of 
evidence can 
contradict one 
another, 
explaining the 
potential 
reasons and 
giving plausible 
reasons as to 
why.  

Accounts of 
events   

   Relate my 
own 
account of 
an event 
and 
understand 
that others 
may give a 
different 
version.  

Relate my 
own 
account of 
an event 
and 
understand 
the reasons 
why others 
may give a 

Describe different 
accounts of a 
historical event, 
explaining some 
of the reasons 
that the accounts 
may differ.  

Describe causes 
and consequences 
of some of the 
main events and 
changes in 
history.  

Begin to 
understand the 
concept of 
propaganda 
and the impact 
it could have.  

Have an 
increased 
awareness of 
the concept of 
propaganda, 
giving examples 
of where this 
has had an 
impact.  



 

different 
version.  

         Understand that 
historians must 
understand the 
social context 
of evidence 
studied.  

 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding in the National 
Curriculum 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World  
 Birth 

to 
three 

3–4-year-

old  

Rec  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Change 
over time    

  Use 
everyday 
items to 

describe the 
passing of 
time: new, 
old, now, 

then  

Describe 
things that 
have 
happened to 
themselves 
and other 
people in the 
past using 
phrases such 
as: now, 
yesterday, 
last week, a 
long time 
ago, present, 
older, newer  

Show an 
awareness 
of the past 
using 
common 
words 
relating to 
the passing 
of time.  

Understand the 
concept of 
change over 
time, using an 
increasing range 
of common 
words and 
phrases relating 
to the passing 
of time.  

Understand the 
concept of 
change over 
time, representing 
this, along with 
evidence, on a 
timeline.  

Identify 
periods of 
rapid change 
in history and 
understand 
some of the 
reasons why.  

Identify 
periods of 
rapid change 
in history and 
contrast them 
with times of 
relatively little 
change.  

Knowledge 
and key 

  All about 
me: People 

Changes in 
toys over 

Heroes in 
History: 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 

World War 2: 
Explain who 



 

areas of 
study.  

from the 
past 

Traditional 
tales  

time: Identify 
what toys 
we play with  

Know who 
Florence 
Nightingale 
was   

Explain how 
prehistory fits 
into British 
history.  

(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 
who the Celts 
were  

Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain why 
the Romans 
left Britain 
and where 
they went.   

was involved 
in World War 
2 and locate 
these countries 
on a map.  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
how our 
toys work  

Heroes in 
History: 
Know and 
Explain why 
Florence 
Nightingale 
was called 
the Lady 
with the 
Lamp.  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: Order 
the key periods 
of British 
history in 
chronological 
order  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 
how Rome 
began  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain who 
the Anglo 
Saxons were  

World War 2: 
Explain who 
ruled the 
country during 
World War 2.  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what toys 
were like in 
the 2000s  

Heroes in 
History: 
Know which 
war Florence 
helped to 
train the 
nurses in 
and the 
reasons 
why.  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain the three 
key periods of 
pre-history: 
Paleolithic, 
Mesolithic, 
Neolithic  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 
the story of 
Romulus and 
Remus and 
explain what 
this tells us  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain when 
the Anglo 
Saxons came 
to Britain  

World War 2: 
Describe the 
causes of 
World War 2.  

    Change in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what parents’ 
toys were 
like (1980s 
and 1990s)  

Heroes in 
History: 
Know and 
explain why 
Florence 
Nightingale 
is well 
remembered.  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain what 
Stone Age people 
ate  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Use 
sources to tell 
us about the 
Roman Empire 
and their rule  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain where 
the Anglo 
Saxons settled 
and the 
reasons for 
this.  

World War 2: 
Describe what 
happened 
during the 
Battle of 
Britain and 
how it 
impacted on 
the war  

    Change in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what 
grandparents 

Heroes in 
History: 
Know what 
and why 
Florence 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain who the 
Hunter Gatherers 
were and the 

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Describe 

World War 2: 
Describe what 
happened 
during the 
Blitz.  



 

and great 
grandparents’ 
toys were 
like (1940s-
1970s)  

Nightingale 
received 
medals  

Neolithic 
farmers.  

how Caesar 
invaded Britain  

whether 
Gloucester is 
a Saxon 
town, using 
evidence  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what toys 
were like in 
the early 
1900s, after 
the Victorian 
Era (1902-
1930s)  

Heroes in 
History: 
Explain how 
Florence 
Nightingale 
and Mary 
Seacole knew 
each other  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain how 
Stone Age people 
expressed 
themselves 
through art.  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 
how the Roman 
army operated 
and how they 
prepared for 
battle.  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain why 
the Sutton 
Hoo burial is 
so important  

World War 
2:Describe 
what happened 
to children 
during World 
War 2.  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what toys 
children 
played with 
in the 
Victorian Era 
(1837-1901)  

Heroes in 
History: 
Explain who 
Mary Seacole 
is  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain what 
Stone Age 
paintings tell us 
about life in the 
past.   

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 
the purpose of 
Hadrian’s Wall  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain what 
the Anglo 
Saxons 
believed in 

World War 2: 
Explain what 
it was like to 
be evacuated.  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what moving 
toys children 
played with 
long ago 
and explain 
how they 
worked.  

Heroes in 
History: 
Explain why 
Mary Seacole 
is 
remembered.  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain where 
Stone Age people 
lived and 
compare whether 
their houses are 
similar or 
different to 
those we know 
about  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): 
Describe where 
people lived and 
how this 
differed between 
rich and poor  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain where 
the Vikings 
came from 
and why  

World War 2: 
Describe the 
roles of men 
and women 
during the war  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
the different 
types of 
playground 
games that 

Heroes in 
History: 
Explain why 
Mary was 
called Mary 
Seacole  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain the roles 
of men and 
women during 
the prehistoric 
period  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): 
Describe what 
the Romans did 
for entertainment  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain when 
the Vikings 

World War 2: 
Describe what 
rationing was 
and the impact 
that it had  



 

were played 
by children 
during the 
Victorian 
Era.  

invaded 
Britain  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
how toys 
were different 
for rich and 
poor during 
the Victorian 
Era.  

Heroes in 
History: 
Explain some 
key events of 
the Crimean 
War.  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain what 
Skara Brae is 
and why it is 
important.  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): 
Describe key 
beliefs in the 
Roman Era.  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Describe what 
life was like 
living in 
Viking Britain 
and life in the 
Danelaw  

World War 2: 
Explain who 
Anne Frank 
was and 
describe how 
she shared her 
experience with 
others.  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what the 
first Teddy 
Bear was 
like and how 
this has 
changed.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain what 
life was like 
in the 17th 
Century  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain what 
life was like 
during the 
Bronze Age  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 
what the 
Romans left 
behind – their 
legacy  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain how 
Alfred the 
Great created 
a peace 
agreement  

World War 2: 
Describe how 
education 
differed during 
World War 2, 
compared to 
nowadays  

    Changes in 
toys over 
time: Explain 
what is the 
same and 
what is 
different 
between toys 
from the 
past and 
present.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain the 
effects that 
the plague 
had on 
London in 
1665.  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain how life 
had been 
developed 
throughout the 
Bronze Age and 
what this meant 
for rich and 
poor people.  

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Explain 
why the Romans 
chose to settle 
in Gloucester 
(Glevum)  

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain why 
Alfred was 
great  

World War 2: 
Describe how 
World War 2 
ended  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
how we can 
travel in the 
modern 
world.   

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain what 
London was 
like at the 
time of the 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain how life 
was different 
during the Iron 
Age   

Roman Britain 
and their legacy 
(Glorious 
Glevum): Use 
evidence from in 
and around 
Gloucester to 

Invaders and 
Settlers: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings: 
Explain who 
the last 

World War 2: 
Describe how 
World War 2 
has impacted 
the country we 
live in today.  



 

Great Fire of 
London  

show that it is 
a Roman town.  

Anglo-Saxon 
kings were.  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
what the 
means of 
transport 
was like in 
the 1800s 
and 1900s.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain 
which 
significant 
people were 
around 
during the 
Great Fire of 
London  

Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 
Explain which 
period of pre-
history they 
would rather 
live in, giving 
reasons for 
their views.  

Going for Gold:  
Explain how 
Ancient Greece 
began.  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
who the 
Mayans were 
and where 
they came 
from   

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain what 
entertainment 
looked like 
over the past 
500 years 

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
what a 
longboat is.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain how 
the Great Fire 
of London 
started  

Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
where in the 
world Egypt is 
*link to 
Geography*  

Going for Gold: 
Explain what the 
Ancient Greeks 
believed in.  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
where in the 
world the 
Maya lived  

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain who 
William 
Shakespeare 
was and what 
his legacy is  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
what a 
horse and 
cart was 
used for.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Place the key 
events from 
the Great Fire 
of London 
in 
chronological 
order  

Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
why the River 
Nile is 
significant  

Going for Gold: 
Explain what 
daily life was 
like in Ancient 
Greece.  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
what the 
Maya people 
believed in  

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain what 
entertainment 
was like in the 
16th/17th century  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
how the 
Steam 
locomotive 
changed 
lives.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain how 
the Great Fire 
of London 
was put out  

Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
who the Ancient 
Egyptians were  

Going for Gold: 
Explain what 
happened during 
the Battle of 
Troy  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
how the Maya 
counted 

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain how 
gender and 
race were 
represented in 
the 16th/17th 
century  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
who invented 

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 

Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
who the 

Going for Gold: 
Explain who the 
Spartans were  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain how 



 

the petrol 
car.  

Explain the 
impact of the 
Great Fire of 
London  

Egyptian 
Pharaohs were.  

Aztec: Explain 
what food 
Maya people 
ate and how 
they farmed 
their food  

social status 
was 
represented in 
the 16th/ 17th 
century  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
how flight 
developed 
over time.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain the 
key changes 
made as a 
result of the 
Great Fire of 
London  

Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
what farming 
was like for 
Ancient 
Egyptians  

Going for Gold: 
Explain who the 
Athenians were  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
hat the 
historic site of 
Chichen Itza 
tells us about 
prehistory  

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain where 
plays were 
performed in 
the 16th/17th 
century  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
how we can 
travel to 
space.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain how 
we know 
about the 
Great Fire of 
London  

Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
what the 
appearance of 
an Egyptian is 
like  

Going for Gold: 
Explain what the 
Ancient Olympics 
were like  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
who the 
Aztecs were  

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain how 
the 17th century 
entertainment is 
similar and 
different to 
modern day 
theatre  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
who the first 
men were on 
the moon.  

The Great 
Fire of 
London: 
Explain how 
we could 
prevent a 
disaster like 
the Great Fire 
of London 
happening 
again.  

Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
what the 
pyramids are 
significant in 
Egypt  

Going for Gold: 
Explain when 
the modern 
Olympics began  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
how the 
Aztecs lived  

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain who 
Charlie Chaplin 
was and what 
his role was 
in the history 
of 
entertainment  

    Great Space 
Race: Explain 
what British 
Astronaut 
Tim Peake’s 
role was in 
space.  

 Navigating the 
Nile: Explain 
why 
Hieroglyphics 
were used and 
what they mean.  

Going for Gold: 
Compare and 
contrast the 
Olympic games 
of today and 
the Ancient 
Olympics.  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
how the 
Aztecs built 
their empire  

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain how 
Charlie Chaplin 
moved the 
entertainment 



 

industry 
forward  

       Going for Gold: 
Know and 
discuss some of 
the Greatest 
moments in 
modern day 
Olympic history  

Ancient 
Civilisation – 
Maya and 
Aztec: Explain 
the different 
types of Aztec 
Art.  

Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain how 
Walt Disney 
changed the 
face of 
entertainment in 
the 20th 
Century  

       Going for Gold: 
Explain how 
Ancient Greece 
fell  

 Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain how 
the 
representation 
of gender and 
race changed 
in the 20th 
century 
entertainment 
sector  

       Going for Gold: 
Explain how 
empires rise and 
fall  

 Leisure and 
entertainment: 
Explain how 
we are moving 
forward with 
entertainment in 
relation to 
CGI.  

Change   Develop an 
understanding 
of growth 
and change 
over time.  

Recognise 
key aspects 
of change 
within my 
own life: 
birthdays, 
passage of 

time, 
growing 
babies, 
toddlers, 
starting 

Recognise 
that there are 
reasons for 
changes in 
history  

Recognise 
that there 
are reasons 
why people 
in the past 
acted as 
they did.  

Identify links 
between time 
periods studied 
and other areas 
of interest 
around the 
world  

Compare some 
of the times 
studied with 
those of other 
areas of interest 
around the 
world  

Describe some 
of the 
characteristic 
features of the 
past, including 
ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and 
experiences of 
men, women 
and children    

Describe the 
characteristic 
features of the 
past, including 
ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and 
experiences of 
men, women 
and children. 
Explain how 
this then 
impacts on 



 

school, 
moving on   

subsequent 
periods and on 
today’s 
society.  

Key 
changes  

   Listen to 
eyewitness 
accounts 
from the 
past 
(grandparents 
for example) 
to find out 
information  

Describe the 
main 
changes 
between then 
and now  

Describe houses 
and settlements, 
culture and way 
of life, people’s 
beliefs and 
differences 
between rich and 
poor using 
evidence  

Describe features 
of past societies 
and periods  

Describe some 
cultural, 
religious and 
ethnic 
diversities of 
societies 
studied in 
Britain and 
the wider 
world  

Describe the 
social, ethnic, 
cultural or 
religious 
diversity of 
past society, 
backing up 
ideas with 
evidence and 
statistics  

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding in the National 
Curriculum 

Communicating Historically  
 Birth to 

three 
3–4-year-

old  
Rec  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Presenting 
information 

from the 
past  

  Record 
memories of 

special 
events: 

making a 
book, 

collecting 
photos, 

drawing and 
writing  

Show 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
about things 
from the past 
in different 
ways: role 
play, 
drawing, 
writing and 
talking  

Show 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
about 
objects, 
people and 
events from 
the past in 
different 
ways: 
labelled 
diagrams, 
simple stories 
and recounts  

Suggest 
different ways 
to present 
knowledge and 
understanding 
about key 
events or 
changes in 
history: a 
good standard 
of computing 
and literacy 
skills.  

Choose 
different ways 
to present 
knowledge and 
understanding 
about key 
events or 
changes in 
history: a high 
standard of 
computing/ 
literacy/ data 
handling skills  

Present 
detailed 
findings, 
giving 
reference to 
historical 
skills being 
taught in a 
way that 
shows 
awareness of 
an audience  

Present 
information 
in an 
organised 
and clearly 
structured 
way, in the 
most 
effective/ 
appropriate 
manner e.g., 
tables, 
charts, 
labelled 
diagrams or 



 

written 
explanations.  

Using 

historical 
vocabulary  

Use 
vocabulary 

to 
communicate 
about the 

past: 
yesterday, 
last week  

Use 
vocabulary 

to 
communicate 
about the 

past: 
yesterday, 
before, last, 
old, new  

Use 
vocabulary 

to 
communicate 
about the 

past: today, 
yesterday, 

present, past, 
future, 

tomorrow, 
long ago, 
calendar, 
remember, 
parents, 

grandparents, 
old, month, 

day  

Use 
vocabulary 
to 
communicate 
about the 
past: year, 
timeline, 
different, 
ancient, 
decade, 
modern, date 
order, 
memories, 
long ago, 
century, 
similar, 
artefact  

Use 
vocabulary 
to 
communicate 
about the 
past: 
significant, 
investigate, 
detective, 
opinion, 
historians, 
research, 
chronological 
order, 
era/period, 
diary, 
evidence, 
experts  

Use 
vocabulary to 
communicate 
about the past: 
BC (Before 
Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), 
importance, 
impact, 
change, first 
hand evidence, 
second hand 
evidence, 
continuity, 
effects, 
thousands of 
years, legacy, 
sources  

Use 
vocabulary to 
communicate 
about the past: 
BCE (Before 
Common Era). 
BC (Before 
Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), 
infer, 
consequence, 
culture,  

Use 
vocabulary to 
communicate 
the past: 
extent of 
change, extent 
of continuity, 
religious, 
religion, 
social, 
technological, 
eyewitness, 
primary 
evidence, 
secondary 
evidence, 
deduce, 
conclusive   

Use 
vocabulary to 
communicate 
about the 
past: 
legislation, 
politics, 
political, 
social, 
democracy, 
diversity, 
reliability, 
bias, 
definitive, 
extent of 
change,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Knowledge Organisers 
Knowledge organisers should be shared with the children at the beginning of each block of work.  

In history, as this is the basis of each theme, the children will have one knowledge organiser per big 

term.  

The children should take a copy of this home.  

The children should have quizzes based on the information on their knowledge organisers on a regular 

basis and use this as a tool for learning.  

Knowledge Organisers should show:  

- Vocabulary  

- Sticky knowledge and Rapid Recall facts  

- How learning may link to previous learning  

 



 
 



 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
  



 
 



 

Characteristics of Effective History Teaching  

What would I see in a unit of History? What would I see in a Lesson?  
Recap at the beginning of the theme to 

teach children how this unit links to 

their previous learning. This also 

includes how the era fits into the 

chronology.  

Developing a chronological 

understanding: teaching in a sequential 

manner  

Asking and answering historical 

questions  

 

Development of Voice 21 oracy skills  

Language rich: using and developing 

geographical vocabulary   

5-minute recap at the beginning of each 

lesson to encourage retention of key 

knowledge and vocabulary.  

Children drawing conclusions to answer 

historical enquiry-based questions 

Use of artefacts   Use of primary and secondary sources    

 

Development of knowledge, skills and 

understanding in line with the National 

Curriculum  

 


